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Q. FRCRIEE STRITTH?

What is the Host Town Initiative?
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The Host Town Initiative aims to promote human, economic and cultural exchange between local

authorities and participating countries at the Tokyo 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. It also
hopes to encourage globalization, revitalization of local areas while promoting inbound tourism.

Q. EABIEETHATTH?

What will a Host Town do?
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Nagai is located in southwest Yamagata prefecture, which is 3 hours away from Tokyo

Station via the Tsubasa Super Express and Nagai’s Flower Line. The name “Nagai”
means “a place where water gathers”. The city is surrounded by the abundant greenery
of the Asahi and lide mountain range and clear waters of the Mogami, Shirakawa, and
Nogawa Rivers. Nagai is known as a city of “Water, Greenery, and Flowers”.

In the Edo period (1603-1868), the area prospered as a merchant town as a result of
trade along the Mogami River wherein trade with Kyoto and Osaka gave birth to a love of
arts and culture, which remains to this day.

Nagai’s colorful flowers can be enjoyed throughout the four seasons, beginning with
1200-year-old cherry blossoms in April, followed by 750-year-old azaleas in May, 1 million
irises of 500 different varieties in June, and bush clovers in Autumn.

Furthermore, environmental sustainability is one of Nagai’s foremost goals. The city’s
“Rainbow Plan” has been implemented for over 20 years, in which citizens’ compost is
recycled in the local organic farms’ growth of safe and healthy food products.

Finally, Nagai is a top producer of competition-level kendama in Japan. In 2016 the

city won a Guinness World Record title with 114 people in line consecutively catching a
kendama using the basic technique called Ozara (the technique of pulling the ball verti-
cally upward and catching the ball on the big dish).

Nagai Athletic Stadium, located in the Shogai-gakushu Plaza Athletic Park is certified by
the Japan Association of Athletics Federations as a third-class athletics stadium. Next to
the stadium are natural grass fields that can be used for soccer and other field activities.
The stadium is primarily used for Yamagata prefectural and Tohoku regional high schools’
races. In July, 2016, the 14th All-Japan Soccer Tournament, hosted by Young Entrepre-
neurs Group of the Nagai Chamber of Commerce and Industry, was held in the infield of
Athletic Stadium as well as the grass fields using two courts.

EHHODD
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Tanzania within Nagai
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To commemorate becoming Tanzania’s Host Town, local pastry chefs have been

commissioned to make desserts based on Tanzania’s famous coffee beans. These
are available at Kawa no Minato Nagai (Roadside Station).
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Nagai City and other Host Towns will welcome and support teams, individual athletes and staff partici-

pating in the 2020 Olympic and Paralympic Games. They will enact measures to cultivate international

exchange with the countries they host before, during, and after the Games. Also Nagai City is also
planning to send sports goods to Tanzania to help with the development of youth sports.
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And what is the current relationship between Tanzania and Nagai City?
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The Yamagata-Tanzania Friendship Association has been active for over 20 years of cultural

exchange. Also, Mr. Kei Umetsu, a native from Nagai City, is currently working at the JICA Tanza-

nia Office. This, and the fact that we have Tanzanian locals living in Nagai City who are very active
in the community aided in us developing various connections in our relationship to Tanzania.
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To the citizens of Nagai, I'd like to extend my congratulations to Nagai City on becoming a Host Town for the
Olympic and Paralympic Games. | was raised in Nagai and attended Nagai Elementary, Minami Junior High
School, and Nagai High School before graduating outside of Yamagata Prefecture. After this | began working for
JICA and have worked at the Tokyo, Nepal, Okinawa, and Tanzania Offices.

I've been working in Tanzania since April 2015 in order to help improve the local living standards. | could have
never imagined that Nagai, Tanzania, and | would end up becoming connected through the Olympic Games. I'm
looking forward to meeting the local delegation and discussing Tanzania in October, after which | will be returning to
Nagai on holiday. Presently, there is a town in Tanzania called Ndanda where young Japan Overseas Cooperation
Volunteers are supporting local grassroots ventures. | hope there will come a day when the people of Nagai City
can eat Ndanda rice together.

By chance, do you recognize the person in the middle of this photograph? Perhaps not, if you're under 40. How-
ever, if you're over 40, you may know him as the world-famous marathon runner Juma lkangaa, a Tanzania native.
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Approaching the Pre-Games Camps
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As we get closer to the Pre-Games Training Camps to be held for Tanzania, the city will arrange various cultural
exchange events where athletes and representatives can interact with locals. We intend to host a variety of
events that foster a comfortable and vibrant atmosphere leading up to the Games.
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The biggest worldwide sporting event, Tokyo 2020 Olympic and
Paralympic Games will be held in just 3 more years. In December 2016,
Nagai City was registered as the Host Town for the United Republic of Tan-
zania. We are moving forward with preparations for the pre-Games

Sl AEICO WO DRI O WL O T4 S8 b4 7 Camps. In this newsletter we've outlined the beginning of our and Tanza-
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Mayor of Nagai

Shigeharu Uchi
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nia’s exchange program. In upcoming issues, we plan to further introduce
Tanzania and its athletes with the aim that, in three years, we can welcome
them with OMOTENASHI (Japanese Hospitality).

With the Games being held in late summer, we’d like to remind our read-
ers of the innumerable traditional summer festivals held across Japan. It's
the perfect season to visit and experience Japan’s wonderful cultural tradi-
tions. To the people of the United Republic of Tanzania, our Friendship city
in China and sister city in Germany, Shuangyashan and Bad Sackingen,
as well as its four European sister cities: we welcome you to Japan and
Nagai City with open arms.

[E_ 853 Athletics
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The Nagai Marathon is the only full marathon held in the
entirely of Yamagata prefecture (Japan Association of
Athletic Federations official recognition No. 8936). The
athletic training camps will be held in the Nagai Athletic
Stadium, located in the Okitama Shogai-gakushu Plaza
Athletic Park, which is certified as a third-class athletic
stadium by the Japan Association of Athletics Federations.
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Lessons are held at Nagai Swimming Center
by the local swimming federation in order to
promote competition participation and
improvement. In the past, the federation has

had cultural exchanges with a swimming
team in Bad Sackingen, Germany.

RiBjed Judo
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Judo participation is very popular at municipal
junior high and high school levels. Nagai’s
municipal team has also had cultural
exchanges with a Judo team in Bad Séackin-
gen, Germany. Judo is becoming an increas-
ingly popular sport in Tanzania.

E?BK%EH Baseball
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Baseball and softball have been added to the Tokyo 2020
Games. Baseball clubs are one of the most popular activities
among local youths. Mr. Shinya Tomonari, a JICA employee,
co-founded the Association for Friends of Africa, an NPO that
aims to promote awareness and participation of sports like
baseball and softball in Tanzania. He introduced Nagai City to
the National Sports Council of Tanzania.
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35 years have passed since | moved to Nagai from Dar es Salaam. When |
first came, | had trouble understanding the Nagai dialect, but now | speak
Japanese fluently in the local accent. My favorite Japanese dish is Yamaga-
i ta's “imoni” stew. It's made by simmering taro root, beef, mushroom and other
vegetables. In autumn, you can enjoy “imonikai”, an outdoor imoni stew party

EHMRRT b where everyone eats together. | would like many people to come to Nagai

and enjoy the many fun events and festivals held throughout the year.

2
- TAYS L

BT I E-OBRERS 1N P BB TN TRERN Y H-~DEEL VT,
BEOAEH) S SRICEL PRENRTYIGR BB BORRE N SELBOTER.

O HED80% . EADBSY%HEBET.PTHFUYY
J+O0I—k—RFLEBEOI-E—EUTHRDICHSN
TWVETfBlcHhYa—FyWYRESEERH LR,

OEREDIVYFIMDELENEIT . EH7IUH
TlR>EA7ZIVHH—FITR<ELE.

Sightseeing

O J0VIDREMIFEPEL Y S FTrBIRBBRETDY DY
OFURYI+ONDEL

O VI )N\IWEBDAR— -9V REDHRILEE

O VINILETOE—FUY—H

EVOHPSRAF 7T w0 >aordnyL—42— LT HT7Y)

RRBUEBEXOEBI VY 7 EEHIBEKEEF1970FICHREINKULEZAELICRK
1964FRRAVYEV I CRIB BRI LB OE{BERNBDET . AT 78K
KIEREIF1966FICRRSNTH D 1964FICHYHZ—HhET VI NILDESICKOTYY
7 EEHNENREL THS I ICHRZEBATUR BRICEFRZEROTVXT,

075y NF7F
ROEDIVAEERICL BT  MIBRCIREL THIEY 3. bl
BODED TS, BADZENE I pH1ECEN. SHE/FFY
DESBEDADTENTORT  Fa—o ENCRBIFICIZBEN
[COHTRAS, FIHEBRUI-Y3YEE,

ORL:IFDEDIYDMBEEROIZ [DHV] XEREAKDERT. ZHNUCANP

R E BROVFNH DY —RZEDFITRRDDH—HRE,
OB RFADEBHZLHD.PTH [YUV/\] FSLDERIEIC
BlRIHDIH DRI T [FUEET /] LFEINBIEEHDET,
O 1960FHAKICHYV Y Z P THR#E

LEIT1YAT1VAHIHHBDERT .
NV FOBESYPLPERAEYUF2T
WBARX=ID 2026 TEEOH

[CHDONDRYTP—RTI,

ZDfth other

017 -1HYHA—1980FRICBRAZBETERULEI VY _7DIYSVY
EF,1983F12A4B8DEBRABERY SV Y TRAESFIESAETI—ILAEIDR
BI—F—XTHOEW. 28D 55M DIFF 1 L T2 BDFEBENHL
2. 1984 FDRRERY SY Y TR 1986FIC(FRR - BEDMES TREST
BBREBETEFRULELUE,

O7WIFVR-TIVIR- I VT RSVYVEFELT2016FEUFAUVEYSIC
BB USMUABZMDR Uz, 201 7OV RUHRE L TIEI3MAERD RRAY
YEYITOXY I ERHBRFESNTVNET,

RL294 (20174) 1005 vol.43 8DAPEDREpO

EHTXRSEOHE
E#ﬂiﬂ)ﬂl D *\ﬂa" 2020 (X&)

: — 2016~ (X&BExT) 2020~ (kaE%)
What will Nagai City do as Host Town? .
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In the run up to the Tokyo 2020 Games, Nagai City will develop BRFUYETY - NSUVEPY i | ( LR—VEASDES )
various cultural exchange activities that will deepen the relationship [CRDRAR—VH= I (ED“L\JK%DD’\E@%%’E%’%) i
with Tanzanian Olympic teams. The city will continue to cultivate ! i A
international exchange not only in sport but also in culture and econ- ( HBER DEE i ) ﬁ‘]? Jili- /_/'
omy even after the Games. ] /\7J{t‘/‘ /':“3:5
We would also like to sen_d an open invite to our sister (_:ity (Bad ( HEEHEED(EAANY SO ) @ AR—VH=E
Séackingen, Germany) and friendship city (Shuangyashan City, .
China), and become their Host Town eventually. ( BHABEDOEAN ) ( G AR B R D )
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The Host. Town. Initiative. is an excellent 2L TERBALTNEENEEZ TOET . BT DEREToTNEET
opportunity to interact with the athletes.

Nagai Athletic Association will support all Nagai Baseball Park was recently renovated, where The Nagai Art Project is a project where artworks

the preparations that meet the requirements facilities can be used for training and games. We appre- created by local artists and those who have disabili-

of Tanzanian athletics teams. We look ciate this opportunity for becoming a Host Town for ties are displayed throughout the city’s old struc-

forward to working with the athletes and Tanzania, and we would like to participate in exchange tures and shopping district. The project aims to

representatives. activities such as sending baseball equipment to help create a friendly city so that anyone can enjoy their
with the development of baseball in Tanzania. visit while appreciating art.
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The beyond2020 Program is a vision to promote the fading rich traditional local cultures in
Japan and raise awareness of issues that foreigners and people with disabilities face. It envisions
a new society where there are no barriers for foreigners and people with disabilities. Nagai City
recently held a beyond2020 affiliated soprano chorus concert earlier in August. The city would
like to actively hold more beyond2020 cultural events and export its local charm worldwide.
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Nagai City has been a sister city with Bad Sackingen in Germany since 1983 as a result of
successful exchange activities between our cities’ amateur swimming associations. In 2006, Nagai
City premiered its sister city’s famous opera “Der Trompeter von Sackingen”. Nagai City’s friend-
ship city in China, Shuangyashan City, was a more recent agreement that was signed last year.
Recently a group of city representatives visited Shuangyashan City for a trainee research trip.

RAN-—NEYFVI5VIST RE =k =ifSh
Mr.Mitsuo Endo, Chairman of Nagai Bad Sackingen Club
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Tokyo 2020 Organizing Committee's Education Program is called the “Yoi Don! School” in
Japanese. Tokyo 2020 will be producing and supplying educational materials to participating
schools. In April 2017, Nagai Technical High School opened its special needs education section
(Yamagata Prefectural Yonezawa Special Support School Nishi Okitama Branch) that caters for
students with special needs, and it also joined the “Yoi Don! School” program.

Next year will mark the 35th anniversary with our sister city, Bad S&ckingen. Recent exchange activities include
sports such as ski, swimming and judo, and cultural activities such as the opera‘Der Trompeter von Sackingen”.
We would like to extend a special welcome to the citizens of Bad Sackingen and also its four sister cities,
Purkersdorf (Austria), Sanary-Sur-Mer (France), Nafels (Switzerland) and Santeramo in Colle (ltaly).
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JET Coordinator of International Relations
Nagai Technical High School will hold its annual “bunkasai” (cultural festival) on Sat- e ORI U
urday, October 21st, 2017 (10am-2pm). Posters introducing Paralympic sports will [EBR A E LT 2020 AN v EY 7 87 v EY I DR ALY

be exhibited at the event and visitors will be able to try out Boccia (a Paralympic U VHEEOXERMRCHTEBEREDPE 2 in s8R %
sport). Refreshments and various activities VT, EFARA TN — by 227V 1l L DOIGRHL A V3
will be run by students with special needs. o . . D

It will be a fun day for people of all ages. So v PR LD 7 D OIS EIROFIER A E H EDT>T0EET,
please come by and enjoy the event.

My main duties include: translating, interpreting and PR work to increase inbound tourism. | trans-
late documents related to the Host Town Initiative, as well as activities relating to our sister city in
Germany, Bad Sackingen. The PR work | do consists of translating newsletters, event information
and posting content on social media. | also interpret for various occasions as well.
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